PhD Research Proposal Structure for Department of International Relations
Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, Universitas Indonesia

Title Page and Approval Sheet
· Title: concise, descriptive, and specific.
· Candidate details: name, proposed supervisor(s), department, faculty, contact information.

Abstract (200–300 words)
· One-paragraph summary stating the research problem, primary research question, methodological approach, expected contribution to theory and policy, and anticipated data sources.

No word limits for the following
1 Background and Rationale
· Problem statement: describe the empirical or policy problem and why it matters for International Relations and for Indonesia.
· Context: situate the problem in regional or global context and explain urgency or timeliness.
· Research gap: identify the specific gap in the literature your project addresses and justify why filling it is important.

2 Research Questions and Objectives
· Main research question: a single clear, answerable question.
· Subquestions: 2–4 operational subquestions that break the main question into manageable parts.
· Research objectives: short bullets that map to the questions and indicate intended outcomes.

3 Literature Review and Theoretical Framework
· State of the art: concise synthesis of the most relevant debates and key authors in the field.
· Conceptual definitions: define central concepts and variables you will use.
· Theoretical positioning: present the theory or combination of theories that will guide analysis and explain why they are appropriate.
· Contribution to theory: explain how the study will extend, refine, or challenge existing theoretical claims.

4 Methodology
· Research design: specify whether the study is single-case, comparative case study, process tracing, large-N quantitative, mixed methods, or another design, and justify the choice.
· Unit of analysis: state clearly (e.g., state, policy, network, institution, individual).
· Data sources: list primary and secondary sources (e.g., interviews, archival documents, government reports, media, datasets).
· Data collection methods: describe sampling strategy, interview protocols, archival access, survey design, or dataset construction.
· Analytical techniques: explain how you will analyze data (e.g., thematic coding with NVivo, process tracing, regression analysis in Stata/R, social network analysis).
· Validity and reliability: describe triangulation strategies, robustness checks, and how you will ensure credibility of findings.

5 Case Selection and Justification
· Selection criteria: explain why chosen cases are most appropriate to test theory or answer the research question.
· Generalizability: discuss how findings will transfer beyond the cases and the limits of inference.
· Feasibility: note access to data, language considerations, and any institutional support.

6 Ethics and Risk Management
· Ethical considerations: informed consent, confidentiality, anonymization, and data storage.
· Risk mitigation: plans for sensitive fieldwork, political or personal safety, and contingency plans if access is denied.
· Ethics approval: note intention to seek approval from the university ethics committee and any required permits.

7 Timeline and Work Plan 
· Year 1: finalize literature review, refine theory, develop instruments, obtain ethics approval, pilot interviews.
· Year 2: fieldwork and primary data collection; begin preliminary analysis.
· Year 3: complete data analysis; write core chapters (theory, methods, empirical chapters).
· Year 4: finalize remaining chapters, revise, submit drafts to supervisor, prepare publications and dissertation defense.
· Deliverables: list expected outputs by semester (e.g., conference paper, journal article draft, chapter drafts).

8 Expected Contributions and Policy Relevance
· Academic contribution: specify theoretical innovation, methodological novelty, or empirical evidence added to International Relations scholarship.
· Policy impact: outline practical implications for Indonesian foreign policy, regional diplomacy, or international institutions and how findings could inform policymakers.
· Dissemination plan: conferences, journal targets, policy briefs, and stakeholder workshops.

9 Preliminary Bibliography
· Core references: 12–20 key academic works and methodological texts that anchor the proposal.
· Formatting: use a consistent citation style (APA, Chicago, or the style preferred by the department).

10 Appendices
· Research instruments: draft interview guides, survey questionnaires, or archival search protocols.
· Supporting documents: letters of support, evidence of access, candidate CV, and any pilot data summaries.
· Budget estimate: brief outline of anticipated costs for fieldwork, translation, software, and travel.

Notes on Presentation and Submission
· Language: indicate whether the dissertation will be written in English or Indonesian and confirm compliance with departmental requirements.
· Length guidance: although there is no word limit for the proposal, aim for clarity and concision; typical full proposals range from 3,000 to 8,000 words depending on detail.
· Formatting: use clear headings, 1.5 line spacing, and include page numbers.


